
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Produced by 

TORONTO FORUM ON CUBA 
 

 
 

Pavilion organized by the House of Latin America (HOLA) 
Tehran, Iran - October 2010 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
We are honoured to compile and print some of the Reflections of Fidel Castro, the historical leader of 
the Cuban Revolution, on Iran.  Our intention is to put forward the clear and principled messages of 
Fidel in solidarity with the Iranian people and against sanctions and war threats by U.S. imperialism 
and its allies, notably the Zionist regime of Israel. 
  
In these Reflections, Fidel emphatically defends Iran’s right to full sovereignty.  In his latest writing on 
the ever growing threat of war against Iran and on the assassination of Iranian scientists, we read:  "I 
do not recall any other moment in history in which the assassination of scientists became the official 
policy of a group of powers equipped with nuclear weapons." 
  
The purpose of this publication is to equip the anti-war and peace activists in Canada with the 
analysis needed in order to mobilize the masses against the agenda of sanctions and war designed 
by the U.S. government and its lackeys. If social justice activists don't grasp the meaning of what 
Fidel writes about, they will get lost in the whirlwind of the empire’s propaganda machine and they 
could easily end up in the imperialists’ camp that sells us war in the name of peace and oppression 
and occupation in the name of democracy and human rights. 
  
While in full solidarity with the people of Iran in determining their own destiny, we see this project as 
the continuation of our efforts in solidarity with the Cuban Five anti-terrorist political prisoners of the 
empire since Sept. 12th, 1998. When convicted and confessed terrorists like Orlando Bosch publish 
their memoirs and boast about their terrorist activities against Cuba and other nations and when Luis 
Posada Carriles is being called a "freedom fighter" in Miami, we use these reflections as our starting 
point, in explaining and spreading the message of peace and solidarity amongst nations and for 
exposing the hegemonic policies of the imperialist system against peoples of the South. 
  
For peace and justice and in the unstoppable march against U.S.-based terrorism, we invite all who 
agree with Fidel's point of view to join the campaign in solidarity with Iran and with the Cuban Five, 
who symbolize humanity’s desire for peace and against terrorism.  
 
Please, sign the petitions at the end of this publication. 
 

THE CUBAN FIVE VERSUS U.S.-SPONSORED TERRORISM 
SI! SOLIDARITY WITH IRAN 

 
  
Brotherly yours, 
Morteza Gorgzadeh for Toronto Forum on Cuba 
torontoforumoncuba@rogers.com  
torontoforumoncuba@ymail.com  
http://torontoforumoncuba.weebly.com  
  
The front page photo reminds us of the solidarity of nations with the Cuban Five presence in Iran, 
while the photo on the last page is a drawing by Antonio Guerrero, one of the Cuban Five imprisoned 
in the U.S., in solidarity with the people of Palestine.  
 
Yes, we can do it too, if we learn anything from Fidel. 
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The Empire and the War 
 
 
Two days ago, I said in a few words that imperialism was unable to solve the extremely serious 
problem of drug abuse, which has become a scourge for the people all over the world. Today, I wish 
to deal with another issue that I consider of major significance. 
 
The current danger that the United States attacks North Korea, following the recent incident in the 
territorial waters of the latter, could perhaps be thwarted if the President of the People‘s Republic of 
China decides to exercise the right to veto --a prerogative that country totally dislikes-- with respect to 
the agreements currently under discussion at the UN Security Council. 
 
But, there is a second and more serious problem for which the United States has no possible answer; 
this is the conflict created involving Iran. This could be clearly seen coming since President Barack 
Obama made his speech at the Islamic University of Al-Azhar, in Cairo, on June 4, 2010. 
 
In a Reflection I wrote only four days after that, --when I had access to an official copy of his remarks-
- I used many parts of it to analyze its significance. I shall now mention some of them. 
 
―We meet at a time of great tension between the United States and Muslims around the World...‖ 
 
―…colonialism that denied rights and opportunities to many Muslims, and a Cold War in which 
Muslim-majority countries were too often treated as proxies without regard to their own aspirations.‖ 
 
This and other arguments sounded particularly impressive as they were voiced by an African-
American US President; they resonated like the self-evident truths contained in the Declaration of 
Philadelphia of July 4, 1776. 
 
―I've come here to Cairo to seek a new beginning between the United States and Muslims around the 
world, one based on mutual interest and mutual respect …‖ 
―As the Holy Quran tells us, "Be conscious of God and speak always the truth."‖ 
―And I consider it part of my responsibility as President of the United States to fight against negative 
stereotypes of Islam wherever they appear.‖ 
 
Thus, he continued dealing with thorny issues from the universe of insoluble contradictions involving 
US policies. 
 
 ―In the middle of the Cold War, the United States played a role in the overthrow of a democratically 
elected Iranian government.‖ 
 ―Since the Islamic Revolution, Iran has played a role in acts of hostage-taking and violence against 
U.S. troops and civilians.‖ 
―America's strong bonds with Israel are well known. This bond is unbreakable.‖ 
―Many wait in refugee camps in the West Bank, Gaza and neighboring lands for a life of peace and 
security that they have never been able to lead.‖ 
 
 Today, we know that white phosphorus and other inhumane and cruel substances are often dropped 
on the population of the Gaza Strip with a truly Nazi fascist frenzy. Still, Obama‘s assertions seemed 
vibrant, and on occasions sincere, as he repeated them once and again during his feverish racing 
around the world, wherever he promptly arrived in his US Air Force One. 
 
Yesterday, May 31, the international community was shocked when in international waters, --tens of 
thousands of miles off the coast of Gaza-- nearly one hundred Israeli paratroops jumped from 
helicopters, in the wee small hours, recklessly shooting on hundreds of peaceful people from various 
nationalities, causing them --according to press reports-- no less than 20 dead and scores of injured. 
There were also Americans among those under attack, who were carrying goods to the Palestinians 
besieged in their own homeland. 



 
When Obama spoke at the Islamic University of Al-Azhar about ―the overthrow of a democratically 
elected Iranian government‖ and immediately added that ―since the Islamic Revolution, Iran has 
played a role in acts of hostage-taking and violence against U.S. troops and civilians...‖ he was 
referring to the revolutionary movement promoted by the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini who --from 
Paris and without a weapon-- crushed the Armed Forces of the most powerful US gendarme in South 
Asia. It was very difficult for the mightiest power of the world not to succumb to the temptation of 
setting up one of its military bases there, south of the USSR. 
 
More than five decades back, the United States had subdued another absolutely democratic 
revolution when it overthrew the Iranian government headed by Mohammad Mossadegh, who had 
been elected Prime Minister of Iran on April 24, 1951. On May 1st that same year, the Senate 
approved the nationalization of oil, which had been his main demand during the struggle. ―So far, our 
long years of negotiations with foreign countries have proved unsuccessful,‖ he said. 
 
He obviously meant the big capitalist powers that controlled the world economy. In view of the 
intransigence of the British Petroleum, then known as the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, Iran seized its 
facilities. 
 
The country was unable to train its technicians. The UK had withdrawn its skilled personnel and 
imposed a blockade on spare parts and markets. It had also sent the Royal Navy ready for action 
against that country. As a result, Iran‘s oil production decreased from 241.4 million barrels in 1952 to 
10.6 million in 1953. In such favorable conditions, the CIA organized the coup d‘état that ousted 
Mossadegh, who passed away three years later. Then the monarchy was reinstated and a powerful 
US ally took power in Iran. 
 
That is the only thing the United States has done with other nations. Ever since the creation of that 
country on the richest soils of the planet, it never respected the rights of the indigenous population 
living there for thousands of years or of those brought in as slaves by the English colonizers. 
 
Nevertheless, I am sure that millions of smart and honest Americans understand these truths. 
 
President Obama can make hundreds of speeches trying to accommodate irreconcilable 
contradictions to the detriment of truth; or he can dream of the magic of his well articulated phrases 
while making concessions to personalities and groups lacking in ethics. He can also portray fantastic 
worlds that only fit in his head, as they are planted there by unscrupulous advisors aware of his 
tendencies. 
 
Two unavoidable questions: Will Obama be able to enjoy the excitement of a second presidential term 
without seeing the Pentagon or the State of Israel, --whose behavior shows that it does not accept the 
United States decisions—use their nuclear weapons on Iran? What will life on our planet be like after 
that? 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
June 1, 2010 
11:35 AM    
 

 
 
 

Imperialism and Lies 
 
 
I had no choice but to write two reflections on Iran and Korea explaining the imminent danger of a war 
with the use of nuclear weapons. I have also expressed my opinion that in one of these cases the 
danger could be thwarted if China decided to veto the resolution promoted by the United States at the 



UN Security Council. The other depends of factors that escape any possibility of control, given the 
fanatic behavior of the State of Israel, which the United States has turned into a strong nuclear power 
that refuses to accept restraint from the superpower. 
 
At the time of the first US intervention to crush the Islamic Revolution in June 1953, --in defense of its 
own interests and of those of its close ally the United Kingdom-- which placed Mohammad Reza 
Pahlevi in power, Israel was a small State that had yet to seize nearly the entire Palestinian territory, a 
portion of Syria and not a small part of neighboring Jordan that was still then defended by the Arab 
Legion, of which not a shadow was left after that. 
 
Today, the hundreds of missiles with nuclear warheads, supported by the most sophisticated planes 
supplied by the United States, are threatening the security of every state in the region, both Arab and 
non-Arab, Muslim and non-Muslim, which are within the extensive operational range of its missiles 
capable of hitting barely a few meters from the target. 
 
Last Sunday May 30, when I wrote the Reflection on Imperialism and Drugs, the brutal attack on the 
flotilla carrying food, medicines and other things for the one-and-a-half million Palestinians who are 
besieged in a small piece of what for thousands of years was their own Homeland, had not happened. 
 
The overwhelming majority of people use their time to try to cope with the necessities that life brings 
on them --including food, the right to recreation and studying, and other crucial problems that afflict 
their closest relatives. They cannot stop to look at the information of what is going on in the planet. 
They can be found anywhere, with a noble expression on the face trusting that others will care to find 
the solutions to the problems that affect them. They are capable of rejoicing and laughing. Thus they 
cheer up those who have the privilege of observing with equanimity the realities threatening us all. 
 
The very strange fabrication that North Korea had sunk the South Korean corvette Cheonan –
designed with state of the art technology and equipped with a wide range sonar systems and 
submarine acoustic sensors—off the coast of that country meant blaming the former for the atrocious 
event that took the lives of 40 South Korean marines and caused injuries to tens of them. 
 
I found it hard to unravel the problem. On the one hand, there was no way to explain how it could be 
possible for any government, regardless of its authority, to use the command mechanisms to order 
the launching of torpedoes against an insignia vessel. On the other hand, I did not believe for a 
second the story that Kim Jon IL had given that order. 
 
I lacked the elements of judgment to enable me to reach a conclusion, but I had the certainty that 
China would veto a draft resolution in the Security Council leading to sanctions on North Korea. On 
the other hand, I had absolutely no doubt that the United States cannot prevent the use of the nuclear 
weapon by the uncontrollable Israeli government. 
 
Late during the day of June 1st the veil was lifted off what really happened. 
 
At 10:30 p.m. I listened to a sharp analysis by journalist Walter Martinez, the anchor of the 
Venezuelan TV star program Dossier. He concluded that the United States had misled the two Koreas 
into believing what each was saying about the other, this with the intent of solving the problem of the 
return of the territory occupied by the Okinawa base that the leader of Japan demanded echoing the 
people‘s yearning for it. His Party had rallied great support during the elections based on his promise 
to achieve the withdrawal of the US military base stationed there, which is like a dagger stabbing for 
more than 65 years the heart of Japan, today a rich and developed nation. 
 
The truly amazing details of what happened there have been known through Global Research, thanks 
to an article by Wayne Madsen, an investigative reporter working in Washington DC, who 
disseminated information from intelligence sources in the Web site Wayne Madsen Report. 



These sources, he said, ―…suspect that the attack on the corvette Cheonan of the South Korean 
Navy for submarine war was a false flag operation intended to make believe the attack was coming 
from North Korea.‖ 
 
―One of the main purposes of increasing tension in the Korean peninsula was to put pressure on 
Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama to make him change his policy on the withdrawal of the US 
Marine Corps base from Okinawa. Hatoyama has admitted that tensions over the sinking of the 
Cheonan had a significant influence on his decision to allow the US marines to stay in Okinawa.  
Hatoyama‘s decision has caused a split in the center-left coalition government, an event welcomed by 
Washington, in view of the threat of Mizuho Fukushima, leader of the Social Democratic Party, to 
leave the coalition due to the change of heart about Okinawa. 
―The Cheonan was sunk near the Baengnyeong Island, in the extreme west, a place distant from the 
South Korean coast but in front of North Korea. The island is highly militarized and within range of the 
artillery fire of the North Korean coastal defenses, which are on the other side of a narrow canal. 
―The Cheonan, a corvette designed for antisubmarine warfare, was equipped with a cutting-edge 
sonar system. Furthermore, it operated in waters with extensive hydrophone sonar systems and 
submarine acoustic sensors. The South Korean sonar and audio show no evidence of a torpedo, a 
submarine or a mini-submarine in the area. Since there is hardly any navigation in the canal, the sea 
was quiet at the moment of the sinking. 
―However, the Island of Baengnyeong shelters a US-South Korean military intelligence base and US 
Navy SEALS [special forces] operate from this base. Also, as the Cheonan was sunk, there were four 
ships of the US Navy in the sector, as part of the US-South Korea exercise Foal Eagle. An 
investigation into the metal and chemical traces of the suspicious torpedo shows it is of German 
manufacture. 
―It is suspected that the US Navy SEALS keep a sample of European torpedoes to make deniability 
plausible for attacks under false flag. Furthermore, Berlin does not sell torpedoes to North Korea, but 
Germany has close cooperation programs with Israel for the joint development of submarines and 
submarine weapons. 
―The presence of the USS Salvor, one of the ships taking part in the Foal Eagle, so close to the 
Baengnyeong Island during the sinking of the South Korean corvette raises questions, too. 
―The Salvor, a civilian salvage ship with the Navy, involved in mine-setting operations by the Thai 
marines in the Gulf of Thailand in 2006, was also in the vicinity at the moment of the explosion with an 
additional force of 12 deep-water divers. 
―Beijing, satisfied with North Korean Kim Jon Il protestation of innocence after an urgent trip from 
Pyongyang to Beijing by train, suspects the role of the US Navy in the sinking of the Cheonan, 
associated to specific suspicions arising from the role played by the Salvor. The suspicions are the 
following: 
―1. The Salvor was taking part in a mine-setting operation in the sea bottom. In other words, it was 
setting antisubmarine mines that are shot horizontally in the bottom of the sea. 
―2.  The Salvor was conducting a routine inspection and maintenance of mines in the sea bottom and 
programming them in an electronic activation mode  --shot by sensitive trigger—as part of the 
inspection program. 
―3.  A SEALS diver attached a magnetic mine to the Cheonan, as part of a clandestine plan intended 
to influence the public opinion in South Korea, Japan and China. 
―The tensions in the Korean peninsula have conveniently eclipsed every other item on the agenda of 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in her visits to Beijing and Seoul.‖ 
 
Thus, in an amazingly easy way, the United States was able to solve a major issue: to remove the 
National Unity government of Yukio Hatoyama‘s Democratic Party, but at a very high cost: 
1.  It has deeply offended its allies in South Korea. 
2.  It has emphasized the skill and celerity with which his adversary Kim Jong IL acted. 
3.  It has enhanced the prestige of the Chinese power, whose President took personal action and with 
full authority sent the main leaders of China to talk with Emperor Akihito, with the Prime Minister and 
with other outstanding personalities of Japan. 
 



The political leaders and the world public opinion have proof of the cynicism and absolute lack of 
scruples that characterize the United States imperial policy. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
June 3, 2010 
11:16 am     
 

 
 
 

On the Brink of the Tragedy 
 
 
Since March 26, neither Obama nor the South Korean President have been able to explain what 
actually happened with the flagship of the South Korean Navy, the sophisticated submarine fighter 
Cheonan, which was taking part in an exercise with the US Navy to the west of the Korean Peninsula, 
near the border of the two republics, where 46 died and tens sustained injuries. 
 
What‘s embarrassing for the empire is that its ally may learn from reliable sources that the ship was 
sunk by the United States. There is no way to avoid that fact which will follow them like a shadow. 
 
Elsewhere in the world, the circumstances similarly apply to much more dangerous events than those 
of East Asia; they can‘t be helped, and there is nothing the super-powerful empire can do to stop 
them. 
 
Israel would not refrain from activating and using –with full independence—the considerable nuclear 
power built by the United States in that country. To believe otherwise would be to ignore reality. 
 
Another very serious issue is that there is no way the United Nations can change the course of 
events, and very soon the arch-reactionaries ruling Israel will clash with the indomitable resistance of 
Iran, a nation with a population of 70 million and well known religious traditions that will not accept the 
insolent threats of any adversary. 
 
In short: Iran will not submit to the Israeli threats. 
 
As it is only natural, the people of the world are increasingly enjoying the great sports events, those 
related to recreation and culture, and others that occupy their limited free time in the midst of the 
duties that take up a large portion of their time dedicated to daily chores.   
 
Shortly, the Football World Cup to be contested in South Africa will take up all of their free hours as 
they follow with growing excitement the vicissitudes of the most popular characters. 
 
They will follow every step taken by Maradona and remember the spectacular goal he scored that 
determined Argentina‘s victory in one of the classics. Again, another Argentinean is coming up 
spectacularly; he is a short man but he is very fast, he whizzes like a lightning and with his head or 
legs shoots the ball at amazing speed. His last name, Messi, of Italian descent, is already known to 
and repeated by the fans. 
 
The fans imagination goes wild with the images of the numerous stadiums where the competitions 
take place. The architects and designers have created works never dreamed of by the public. 
 
The governments, forced to go from one meeting to another to discharge the obligations that the new 
times have placed on their shoulders, have no time to know the mountain of news constantly carried 
by radio, television and the printed press. 
 



Almost everything depends exclusively of the information provided by their advisers. Some of the 
most powerful and important Heads of State, who make the fundamental decisions, customarily use 
the cell phones to communicate among themselves several times a day. An increasing number of 
millions of people in the world live attached to such devices even though no one knows the effect they 
will have on human health. This softens the envy we could feel for not being able to enjoy such 
possibilities in our time, a time that is rapidly moving away in very few years and almost imperceptibly.  
 
Yesterday, in the midst of the turmoil, there was a report that today the UN Security Council might 
vote a pending resolution to decide on the imposition of a fourth round of sanctions to Iran for refusing 
to cease the enrichment of uranium. 
 
The irony of this situation is that if it were Israel, the United States and its closest allies would 
immediately say that Israel did not sign the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty and veto the resolution. 
 
However, if Iran is simply accused of producing up to 20% enriched uranium, there is an immediate 
request to apply economic sanctions to strangle that country; and it is obvious that Israel would act as 
usual, with fascist fanaticism, the same as the soldiers of the elite troops dropped from helicopters 
before daybreak on those traveling in the solidarity flotilla carrying food to the people besieged in 
Gaza, killing several people and injuring tens of them who were later arrested alongside the crews of 
the ships. 
 
Obviously, they will try to destroy the facilities where Iran is enriching part of the uranium it produces. 
It is also evident that Iran will not accept such inconsistent treatment. 
 
The consequences of the US imperial imbroglios could be catastrophic and affect every inhabitant of 
the planet much more than all of the economic crises combined. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
June 8, 2010 
12:33 p.m.          
 

 
 
 

A Swipe Waiting to Happen 
 
 
On Tuesday, June 8, I wrote at noon time the Reflection ―On the Brink of Tragedy.‖ Later, I watched 
Randy Alonso‘s TV program Roundtable, usually aired at 6:30 pm. 
 
That day, outstanding and prestigious Cuban intellectuals taking part in the program answered the 
pointed questions raised by the moderator with eloquent words that showed great respect for my 
views, but they did not think there was any reason for Iran to reject the likely decision –already 
known—that would be adopted by the Security Council in New York in the morning of June 9, 
undoubtedly concerted by the leaders of the five powers with the right of veto: the United States, 
France and the United Kingdom, with those of Russia and China. 
 
At that moment, I said to close people who usually keep me company: ―I so much regret that I did not 
conclude my Reflection by saying how I wished to be wrong!‖ But it was too late. I could not delay 
sending it to the website CubaDebate and to Granma. 
 
The following day, at 10:00 am, knowing that the meeting had been scheduled for that morning, I 
decided to watch CNN in Spanish, which would certainly carry news of the Security Council debate. 
Thus, I could listen to the words of the chairman of the Security Council as he introduced the Draft 
Resolution promoted a few days before by the United States with the support of France, the United 
Kingdom and Germany. 



 
Various representatives of the major members involved with the Draft spoke, too. The US 
representative explained why her country endorsed it, arguing the well known pretext that Iran 
deserved the sanctions for its violation of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. On the other hand, the 
representative of Turkey, --the country whose ship was the victim of the brutal attack launched by the 
Israeli elite troops transported in helicopters to assault, in the morning of May 31, the flotilla that was 
taking food to the one and a half million Palestinians besieged in a portion of their own homeland—
expressed his government‘s intention to oppose new sanctions on Iran. 
 
The CNN showed in it news segment various images of hands raised as the representatives 
explained their positions with noticeable gestures. These included the representative of Lebanon, a 
country that would abstain from voting. 
 
The calm manner of the Security Council members who voted against the Resolution was manifest in 
the firm right hand of a woman, the representative of Brazil, who had previously exposed with a 
steady rhythm her Homeland‘s reasons to oppose the agreement. 
 
There would still be masses of news on the issue. I turned on the TV to watch Telesur, which for 
hours pleased the indescribable need for information. 
 
President Lula da Silva said at the city of Natal, in the northeast of the country, two categorical 
phrases. He said that the approved sanctions were imposed ―by those who believe in force and not in 
dialogue,‖ and that the Security Council meeting ―could have been used to discuss the disarmament 
of those who have nuclear weapons.‖ 
 
It would not be surprising that both Israel and the United States, --and its close allies with the right of 
veto in the Security Council, France and the United Kingdom—try to avail themselves of the 
enormous interest aroused by the World Football contest to appease the international public irritated 
over the criminal behavior of the Israeli elite troops in front of the Gaza Strip. 
 
Therefore, it is likely that the swipe is postponed for a few weeks, and that it is even forgotten by most 
of the people in the warmest days of the boreal summer. You‘d only need to observe the cynicism 
with which the Israeli leaders respond to the press interviews in the coming days as they are 
bombarded with questions. Opportunely, they will keep rising the severity of their demands before 
pulling the trigger. They are eager to repeat the story of Mossadegh in 1953, or take Iran back to the 
Stone Age, an attractive scenario for the powerful empire in its dealings with Pakistan.      
 
The hatred felt by the State of Israel against the Palestinians is such that they would not hesitate to 
send the one and a half million men, women and children of that country to the crematorium where 
millions of Jews of all ages were exterminated by the Nazi. 
 
It would seem that the Fuhrer‘s swastika is today Israel‘s banner. This view is not the result of hatred. 
It comes from the sentiments of a country that offered solidarity and shelter to the Jews when in the 
tough days of World War II, Batista‘s pro-Yankee government tried to send back from Cuba a ship full 
of them who were escaping from Nazi persecution in France, Belgium and Holland. 
 
After the victory of the Revolution I met many members of the large Jewish Community in Cuba. I 
visited them and we talked several times. We never expelled them from our country. The differences 
with many of them were related to the revolutionary laws that affected economic interests. On the 
other hand, the consumer society attracted many of them in view of the sacrifices that the Revolution 
entailed. Others decided to stay in our Homeland, and have paid valuable services to Cuba. 
 
A new and gloomy stage is opening for the world. 
 
Yesterday, at 12:44 pm, Obama spoke on the agreement reached by the Security Council. 
 



I am including some phrases the President said as reported by CNN in Spanish. 
 
―Today, the United Nations Security Council voted overwhelmingly to sanction Iran for its continued 
failure to live up to its obligations.‖ 
―This resolution will put in place the toughest sanctions ever faced by the Iranian government, and it 
sends an unmistakable message about the international community‘s commitment to stopping the 
spread of nuclear weapons.‖ 
―For years, the Iranian government has failed to live up to its obligations under the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.‖ 
―While Iran‘s leaders hide behind outlandish rhetoric, their actions have been deeply troubling.‖ 
―Indeed, when I took office just over 16 months ago, Iranian intransigence was well-established.‖ 
―We offered the opportunity of a better future if they lived up to their international obligations.‖ 
―There is no double standard at play here.‖ 
―Iran further violated its own obligations under U.N. Security Council resolutions to suspend uranium 
enrichment.‖ 
―That‘s the reason for these severe measures.‖ 
―These are the most rigorous sanctions that Iran has faced.‖ 
―This shows the united view that a nuclear arms race in the Middle East is in nobody‘s interest.‖ 
 
These phrases I have taken from his short speech suffice to prove how weak, frail and unjustifiable is 
the policy of the powerful empire. 
 
Obama himself admitted in his speech at the Islamic University of Al-Azhar in El Cairo that ―In the 
midst of the Cold War, the United States played a role in overthrowing a democratically elected 
Iranian government,‖ although he neither said when it happened nor what were the intentions. It‘s 
very likely that he did not even remember  how it was done against Mossadegh in 1953 to install in 
the govrnment the Reza Pahlevi dynasty, the Iranian Shah, whom they armed to the teeth as it fits 
their main gendarme in that Middle East region, where the satrap accumulated a huge fortune derived 
from the country‘s oil wealth. 
 
At that time, the State of Israel did not have one single nuclear weapon. The empire had an enormous 
and incomparable nuclear power. It was then that the United States came up with the adventurous 
idea of turning Israel into a Middle East gendarme, the same that today threatens a considerable 
portion of the world population and is capable of acting with its characteristic independence and 
bigotry. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
June 10, 2010 
11:59 am 
 

 
 
 

The Inescapable Conflict 
 
 
I recently said that the world would soon forget the tragedy that was about to happen as a result of the 
policy pursued for over two hundred years by the neighboring superpower, the United States. 
 
We are familiar with its devious and treacherous actions; the impetuous economic growth attained 
through its scientific and technical development; the enormous wealth accumulated at the expense of 
the overwhelming majority of its industrious people and of the rest of the peoples of the world by an 
exiguous minority which, in that country and the others, possesses and enjoys unlimited riches. 
 
Who are increasingly complaining if not the workers, the professionals, those rendering services to 
the population, the retirees, the unemployed, the  street children and the people lacking the most 



basic education who make up the majority of the nearly seven billion inhabitants of the planet whose 
crucial resources are clearly depleting? 
 
How are these being treated by the law enforcement forces that should protect them? 
 
Who are those beaten by the police agents armed with every possible instrument of repression? 
 
I don‘t need to describe what everybody can see everywhere, even in the United States, on their TV 
sets, computers and other media. 
 
It‘s more difficult to unravel the sinister projects of those holding in their hands the fate of mankind as 
they absurdly believe that such a world order can be imposed. 
 
What did I write in the past five Reflections ran by Granma and the CubaDebate website between 
May 30 and June 10, 2010? 
 
The basic elements of a very near future have already been let loose and there is no way to pull them 
back. 
 
The impressive developments of the Football World Cup in South Africa have captivated our minds for 
a few days. We hardly get any time to breathe during the six hours of life TV broadcast in almost 
every country in the world. 
Having watched the games of the most prestigious teams in the first six days, and applying my little 
reliable knowledge, I dare say that the champion of this World Cup will be one of the following: 
Argentina, Brazil, Germany, the United Kingdom or Spain. 
 
Every big team has showed its power in this sport, where I previously could only see people running 
through an extensive field from one goal line to another. Today, thanks to such famous names as 
Maradona and Messi, knowing the exploits of the former as the best player in the history of that sport 
and his opinion that the latter is like him or even better, I can already see the role of each of the 
eleven players. 
 
I‘ve also learned only recently that the new football is of geometric variable in the air, thus it‘s faster 
and it bounces back better. The players themselves, starting with the goalkeeper, are complaining of 
these new characteristics, but also the forward and the defense players are complaining quite a lot 
since the ball moves faster and they learned to play with a different ball. The FIFA leaders make the 
decisions on the matter for every World Cup. 
 
This time they have changed this sport. It‘s different even if the name is still the same. The fans who 
are not familiar with the changes introduced in the ball,  --which is the soul of a great number of sport 
activities-- and who fill the stands of any stadium are the ones who fully enjoy the game and accept it 
under the magic name of the glorious football. Even Maradona, who was the best player in history, 
will easily accept that other sportsmen score more goals, from a greater distance, more spectacularly 
and with more accuracy than him, in the same goals of the same size as those where he scored and 
that made him so famous. 
 
It was different in amateur baseball where they used either wooden bats or aluminum bats; they just 
had to meet certain requirements. 
 
The powerful professional clubs in the United States decided to apply strict rules regarding the bats 
and a series of other traditional requirements that preserve the characteristics of the old game. They 
really added special interest to the show and increased the huge profits obtained from the public and 
the advertising. 
 
In the current sports whirlpool, an extraordinary and noble sport like volleyball, which Cubans enjoy so 
much, is involved in its World League. This is the most important contest of this specialty every year, 



except for the tittles received by the teams that end up first in the Olympic Games or the world 
championships. 
 
On Friday and Saturday last week, the second to the last matches in Cuba were played at the Ciudad 
Deportiva. Our team has not lost one match so far. Its latest adversary was no other than Germany, a 
team counting among its players a giant 2.14 meters tall who‘s also a great spiker. It was truly a deed 
that they won all the sets, except the third of the second match. The members of our team who are all 
very young --one of them is only 16—showed an amazing capacity to react. Currently, the European 
champion is Poland and the German team beat it in their two matches.  Before those two victories 
nobody thought that the Cuban team would again be among the best of the world. 
 
Unfortunately, in the political arena the path is fraught with great risks. 
 
One of the issues I have referred to, which counts among the basic elements that have been let loose 
and cannot be pulled back, is the sinking of the Cheonan, a flagship of the South Korean Navy which 
sank in a few minutes on March 26, causing 46 dead and scores of injured among the marines. 
 
The South Korean government ordered an investigation to determine whether it was the result of an 
internal or external explosion. When it was confirmed that it was an external blast, it accused 
Pyongyang of sinking the ship. North Korea only had an old model of Soviet made torpedo. In the 
absence of any other element except the simplest logic no other cause could be thought of. 
 
As a first step, last March the South Korean government ordered the activation of the propaganda 
loudspeakers on 11 points along the demilitarized common border separating the two Koreas. 
 
Then, the high command of the Armed Forces of the People‘s Democratic Republic of Korea declared 
that it would destroy the loudspeakers as soon as they were turned on. This activity had been 
suspended in the year 2004. The People‘s Democratic Republic of Korea literally declared that Seoul 
would be turn into ―a sea of fire.‖ 
 
Last Friday, the South Korean Army announced that it would start such activity as soon as the 
Security Council made public its measures for the sinking of the South Korean ship Cheonan. Both 
Korean republics are now ready to pull the trigger. 
 
The South Korean government could not imagine that its close ally, the United States, had placed a 
mine in the bottom of the Cheonan, as reported in an article signed by investigative journalist Wayne 
Madsen and published in Global Research on June 1, 2010, offering a coherent explanation of the 
event. It is based on the fact that North Korea does not have any rocket or instrument capable of 
sinking the Cheonan that could go undetected by the sophisticated equipment of that war submarine. 
 
North Korea had been accused of something it did not do, which determined Kim Jong Il‘s urgent trip 
to China in the armored train. 
 
As these events developed so suddenly, the South Korean government did not, and does not, have 
space for any other possible cause. 
 
So, the sky is growing increasingly cloudy while a sportive and joyful spirit reins.   
 
The US intentions have been obvious for some time, as its government acts obliged by its designs 
without any possible alternative. 
 
As it is used to impose its designs by force, the intention is that Israel uses the most modern planes 
and sophisticated weaponry recklessly supplied by the superpower to attack the facilities where Iran 
produces the enriched uranium. The US has suggested to Israel, which has no borders with Iran, to 
request permission from Saudi Arabia to fly over a long and narrow air corridor that considerably 
shortens the distance between the point of departure of the attacking planes and their targets. 



 
According to the plan, --some essential parts of which have been revealed by the Israeli Intelligence-- 
waves of planes would attack one after the other hammering the targets. 
 
Last Saturday June 12, major Western press ran the news of an air corridor given by Saudi Arabia to 
Israel, following an agreement with the US State Department, with the aim of conducting exercises 
with the Israeli fighter bombers to strike Iran by surprise, exercises that had already taken place in the 
Saudi air space. 
 
The Israeli spokesmen have denied nothing. They have simply said that the countries mentioned 
were more fearful than Israel of the Iranian nuclear development. 
 
On June 13, when the London Times published an information from intelligence sources, assuring 
that Saudi Arabia had made public an agreement giving Israel permission to use an air corridor in its 
territory to attack Iran, President Ahmadinejad stated --as he received the credentials of the new 
Saudi ambassador to Teheran, Mohammad ibn Abbas al Kalabi-- that there are many enemies who 
do not wish the development of close relations between the two countries, ―…but if Iran and Saudi 
Arabia stay alongside each other, those enemies will renounce the continuation of the aggression…‖ 
 
In my view, from the Iranian standpoint this statement was justified; whatever the reasons behind it. 
Possibly, he did not wish to offend his Arab neighbors. 
 
The Yankees have not said a word, which reflects their ardent desire to sweep away the nationalist 
government of Iran. 
 
We should ask now when the Security Council will analyze the sinking of the Cheonan, which was the 
flagship of the South Korean Navy; what will it do when the triggers are pulled in the Korean 
peninsula; whether or not it is true that Saudi Arabia, in concert with the State Department, authorized 
an air corridor for waves of Israeli modern bombers to attack the Iranian facilities, thus creating the 
possibility for the use of the nuclear weapons supplied by the United States. 
 
The diabolic reports slide down little by little in between matches of the Football World Cup, so that 
nobody takes notice. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
June 16, 2010 
8:17 pm 
 

 
 
 

I Would So Much Like to Be Wrong 
 
 
When these lines are published in the Granma newspaper tomorrow, Friday, the date of July 26, 
when we proudly remember the honor of having resisted the imperialists‘ attacks, will be felt distant, 
despite the fact that it is only 32 days away. 
 
Those who determine every step of humanity‘s worst enemy –the US imperialism, a combination of 
miserable material interests, contempt and underestimation of the other peoples who inhabit this 
planet—have calculated everything with mathematical precision. 
 
In the Reflection of June 16, I wrote: ―The diabolic reports slide down little by little in between matches 
of the Football World Cup, so that nobody takes notice.‖ 
 



The famous sports contest is now in its most exciting moment. For 14 days, the teams with the best 
players from 32 nations have been competing to advance to the stage of quarter-finals, semi-finals 
and then the final competition. 
 
The sports enthusiasm grows constantly attracting hundreds of millions or perhaps even billions of 
people worldwide. 
 
But, we should be wondering how many are aware that from June 20 US warships, including the 
aircraft carrier Harry S. Truman, escorted by one or more nuclear submarines and other warships 
carrying missiles and cannons more powerful than the old battleships used during the last World War 
between 1939 and 1945, have been moving towards the Iranian coasts via the Suez Canal. 
 
This movement of the Yankee naval forces is accompanied by Israeli military ships, carrying equally 
sophisticated weaponry, intended to supervise any vessel involved in the import or export of 
commercial products required by the Iranian economy for its operations. 
 
Following a US proposal supported by the United Kingdom, France and Germany, the UN Security 
Council passed a tough resolution which was not vetoed by any of the five countries with the right to 
do it. 
 
Another tougher resolution was adopted by the US Senate. 
 
Later, a third and even tougher resolution was approved by the member countries of the European 
Community. All of this happened before June 20, which motivated French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
to make an urgent trip to Russia --according to press reports-- to meet with the head of Sate of that 
powerful country, Dmitri Medvedev, in hope of negotiating with Iran and preventing the worst from 
happening. 
 
Now, it‘s a matter of calculating when the American and Israeli naval forces will be deployed off the 
coasts of Iran joining there the aircraft carriers and other US military ships already on watch in the 
region. 
 
It is still worse that, the same as the United States, Israel --its gendarme in the Middle East—has 
state-of-the-art fighter planes and sophisticated nuclear weapons supplied by the United States, 
which have turned it into the sixth nuclear power on Earth, in terms of its fire power, and one of eight 
such powers that include India and Pakistan. 
 
The Shah of Iran was overthrown by the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 1979 without firing one shot. 
But then the United States imposed on that nation a war with chemical weapons whose components it 
supplied to Iraq along with the information required by this country‘s combat units; such weapons 
were used against the Guardians of the Revolution. Cuba knows this because, as we have said 
before, our country chaired the Non- Aligned Movement at the time. We know very well the damage 
done to the populations. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, currently the head of State of Iran, was chief of the 
sixth army of the Guardians of the Revolution and chief of the Guardians Corps in the western 
provinces, which carried the bulk of that war. 
 
Today, in 2010, thirty-one years later, both the United States and Israel underestimate the one-million 
men that make up Iran‘s Armed Forces and their fighting capacity on the ground as well as the air, 
sea and ground forces of the Guardians of the Revolution. 
 
These forces are compounded by 20 million men and women, ages 12 through 60, selected and 
systematically trained by their various armed institutions, from the 70 million people who live in that 
country. 
 
The US administration worked out a plan to promote a political movement that based on capitalist 
consumerism would divide the Iranians and overthrow the government. 



 
Such hope is now harmless. It‘s simply ridiculous to think that the US warships and Israeli forces 
combined could win the sympathies of even one Iranian citizen. 
 
I initially thought, as I analyzed the current situation, that the conflict would start at the Korean 
peninsula, where the second Korean War would break out, and that another war would immediately 
follow; the one that the United States would impose on Iran. 
 
Now, we are witnessing a different turn of events: the war in Iran will immediately spark off that of 
Korea. 
 
The leadership of North Korea, which was accused of sinking the ‗Cheonan‘ and which knows only 
too well that said ship was sunk by a mine attached to its hull by the Yankee intelligence services, will 
not miss a second to act as soon as Iran is attacked. 
 
It is only fair that football fans freely enjoy the competitions of this World Cup. I simply fulfill my duty of 
informing our people, as I think mostly of our youths, full of life and hopes, especially our wonderful 
children, so that the developments do not catch them by surprise. 
 
It hurts to think of the dreams conceived by human beings and the amazing things they have created 
in barely a few thousand years. 
 
At a time when the most revolutionary dreams are coming true and our homeland is firmly on the path 
to recovery, I would so much like to be wrong! 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
June 24, 2010 
9:34 P.M. 
 

 
 
 

Knowing the Truth Timely 
 
 
As I was writing every one of my previous Reflections, and a catastrophe was quickly zeroing in on 
humanity, my major concern was to fulfill the primary duty to inform our people. 
 
Today, I feel more relax than 26 days ago. As the situation evolves, I can reiterate and expand on the 
information to the national and international public. 
 
Obama has committed to attend the quarterfinals match on July 2, if his country‘s team makes it to 
that stage. He supposedly knows better than anyone that the quarterfinals will not be contested 
because very serious developments will take place before that; or at least he should know. 
 
Last Friday, June 25, an international press agency known for the attention to details in its reports, 
published a statement by the ―…Navy Commander of the elite Corps of the Guardians of the Islamic 
Revolution General Ali Fadavi…,‖ warning ―…that if the United States and its allies inspect Iranian 
ships in international waters ‗they will have their response in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of 
Hormuz.‘‖ 
 
The information was taken from the local news agency Mehr of Iran. 
 
According to the press dispatch, said news agency reported that ―Fadavi added that ‗the Navy of the 
Revolutionary Guardians currently has hundreds of vessels equipped with missile launchers.‘‖   
 



The information, produced approximately at the same time of what Granma published or perhaps 
before, seemed at some points an exact copy of the Reflections elaborated on Thursday June 24th 
and ran by that paper on Friday 25th. 
 
The coincidence can be explained by the simple use of a logical reasoning. I was completely unaware 
of what the Iranian local agency had published. 
 
I have absolutely no doubt that as soon as the American and Israeli warships are deployed –
alongside the rest of the American military vessels positioned off the Iranian coasts-- and they try to 
inspect the first merchant ship from that country, there will be a massive launching of missiles in both 
directions. At that moment exactly the terrible war will begin. It‘s not possible to estimate how many 
vessels will be sunk or from what country. 
 
Knowing the truth timely is the most important thing for our people. 
 
It doesn‘t matter if almost everybody, I‘d dare say 99.9% or more of my compatriots, instinctively cling 
to hopes and agree with my sincere wishes to be wrong. I have talked to people close to me, and I 
have also received news from many noble, selfless and hardworking people who have read my 
Reflections and do not challenge my considerations in the least but rather absorb, believe and 
swallow my reasoning through a dry throat; however, they immediately go back to the tasks to which 
they devote their energies. 
 
That is precisely what we expect of our compatriots. But it would be worse to suddenly become aware 
of extremely gave events without having heard as much as a news about such possibility. Then there 
would be confusion and panic, and that would be unworthy of our heroic Cuban people, which was 
very close to becoming the target of a massive nuclear strike on October 1962, and still did not 
hesitate for a second in discharging its duty. 
 
Our brave combatants and the military chiefs of our Revolutionary Armed Forces taking part in heroic 
internationalist missions were close to becoming the victims of nuclear strikes against the Cuban 
troops deployed close to the Angolan south border from where the South African racist forces --at the 
time positioned on the Namibian border-- had been expelled after the battle of Cuito Cuanavale. 
 
The Pentagon, with the consent of the President of the United States, supplied the South African 
racists through Israel with about 14 nuclear bombs, more powerful than those dropped on the 
Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as we have indicated in previous Reflections. 
 
I am neither a prophet nor a fortune teller. Nobody told me a word of what was to happen. It has all 
been the result of what I today describe as a logical reasoning. 
 
We are neither new to this complicated issue nor are we meddlesome. 
 
It is possible to predict what will happen in the rest of the Portuguese and Spanish speaking Americas 
during the nuclear post crisis. 
 
Under such circumstances, it will not be possible to talk of capitalism or socialism. A stage will open 
that will see the management of the available goods and services in this part of the continent. 
Certainly, every country will continue being ruled by those who head the governments today, some 
very close to socialism and others euphoric over the opening of the world market to fuels, uranium, 
copper, lithium, aluminum, iron and other metals being sent to the developed and rich countries today 
that will suddenly disappear. 
 
An abundance of food exported now to that world market will also disappear abruptly. 
 



In these circumstances, the most basic products needed for life: food, water, fuels, and the resources 
found in the hemisphere south of the United States will suffice to preserve some of the civilization 
whose unbridled advance has led humanity into such a disaster. 
 
Nevertheless, there are still some uncertainties. Will the two mightiest nuclear powers, the United 
States and Russia, be able to refrain from using their nuclear weapons against each other? 
 
There is no doubt, however, that from Europe the nuclear weapons of Great Britain and France, allied 
with the United States and Israel, --the same that enthusiastically imposed the resolution that will 
inevitably unleash the war, which for the abovementioned reasons will immediately become nuclear-- 
are threatening the Russian territory even though this country and China have done everything within 
their capabilities to prevent the conflict. 
 
The economy of the superpower will fall to pieces like a house of cards.  The American society is the 
least prepared to endure a catastrophe like the one the empire has created in the same territory 
where it started. 
 
We don‘t know which will be the effect on the environment of the nuclear weapons that will 
unavoidably explode in various parts of the world, and that in the least serious variant will happen in 
abundance. 
 
As for me, to advance a hypothesis would be pure science fiction. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
June 27, 2010 
2:15 PM      
 

 
 
 

An Impossible Happiness 
 
 
I promised that I would be the happiest man in the world to be wrong and, unfortunately, my 
happiness didn‘t last. 
 
The Football World Cup is still being contested and there are still six more days to go before the final 
match. 
 
What a great opportunity will the Yankee imperialism and the fascist State of Israel possibly miss to 
keep the minds of the overwhelming majority of the people on Earth off their fundamental problems!   
 
Who knows about the imperialists‘ sinister plans towards Iran and their gross pretexts to attack it? 
 
At the same time, I wonder, what are the Israeli warships doing, for the first time, in the Persian Gulf, 
the Strait of Hormuz and Iran‘s maritime areas? 
 
Is it possible to think that the Yankee nuclear aircraft-carriers and the Israeli‘s warships will leave the 
area, with the tail between the legs, when the demands contained in Resolution 1929 of June 9, 2010, 
approved by the UN Security Council are met, that is, the one authorizing the inspection of Iranian 
ships and aircraft in the territory of any State that, this time, allows the inspection of ships in the open 
sea? 
 
The Resolution also establishes that the Iranian ships will not be inspected if Iran does not consent. In 
this case, the refusal would be analyzed. 
 



An additional element is the possibility of confiscating what has been inspected; if confirmation is 
obtained that it infringes the provisions of the Resolution. 
 
A disarmed Iran was the victim of that cruel war with Iraq where large groups of Guardians of the 
Revolution cleaned up the mine fields walking on them. 
 
That is not the case today. As I said in previous Reflections, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was chief of the 
Revolutionary Guardians in the west of Iran that shouldered the main weight of that war. 
 
Several years later, an emboldened Iraqi government sent most of the Republican Guard to the Arab 
Emirate of Kuwait and annexed that oil-rich territory, which became an easy prey.  
 
The Iraqi government had sustained a good friendship with Cuba, which from the days when it was 
not at war with anyone had rendered it important health services. Our country tried to persuade it to 
leave Kuwait and put an end to the war it had provoked based on misperceptions. 
 
Today, it is known that a mediocre Yankee ambassador, who had excellent relations with the Iraqi 
government, induced it to make that mistake. 
 
Bush senior attacked his old friend leading a powerful coalition with a strong composition of Arab-
Moslem-Sunni countries which supply oil to most of the rich industrial nations. That coalition 
advanced from the south of Iraq to prevent the withdrawal of the Republican Guard, which escaped to 
the Iraqi capital thanks to the restraint of the US Marine Corps and Armed Forces –commanded by 
Colin Powell, a prestigious general and later Secretary of State under George W. Bush. 
 
Purely out of revenge, the retiring force became the target of rockets contaminated with downgraded 
uranium tested for the first time to determine the damage they could cause in the opposing troops. 
 
The Moslem Shiite Iran that they are threatening now with their ground, sea and air forces is nothing 
like the Republican Guard they attacked with impunity in Iraq. 
 
The empire is about to make an irreparable mistake and nothing can stop it. It walks inexorably 
towards a sinister fate. 
 
The only thing sure now is that the Football World Cup had its quarterfinals. Thus, the fans of that 
sport could enjoy the exciting matches where we saw incredible things happen. It is said that the 
Netherlands team had not lost a World Cup match on a Friday, in 36 years. Only computers could 
make it possible to register such an event. 
 
The fact is that Brazil did not make it to the semifinals of this Cup. 
 
An arbiter left Brazil out of the competition. At least, that was the impression of an excellent 
commentator of the Cuban television who repeated it tirelessly. Later, the FIFA would say that the 
arbiter‘s decision was correct. 
 
Afterwards, at a decisive moment, with more than half the second time still to play, the same arbiter 
left Brazil with only 10 players in the field. 
 
Yesterday, Argentina was eliminated. In the first minutes of the match, the German team, through its 
midfield player Muller, took by surprise the unsuspecting Argentinean defenders and the goalkeeper, 
and scored one goal. 
 
After a while, the Argentinean forward players tried to score and failed no less than ten shots --
compared to one from the German team. 
 



The German team, on the other hand, scored three more goals, that even German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel applauded passionately. 
 
Again, one of the favorite teams lost, leaving over 90% of football fans in Cuba perplexed. 
 
The overwhelming majority of fans of that sport do not even know in what continent Uruguay is 
located.  Final matches between European countries will the most colorless and anti historic since 
that sport was born. 
 
On the other hand, the international developments that have taken place had nothing to do with a 
game of chance but rather with the basic logic guiding the destiny of the empire. 
 
A number of news came to light on July 1, 2 and 3. They are all connected to one event: on July 2, 
the big powers with a right of veto in the UN Security Council, plus Germany, urged the Iranian 
government to ―promptly respond‖ the invitation to return to the negotiations on its nuclear program. 
 
The previous day, President Barack Obama had signed a law expanding the current measures 
against Iran‘s energy and banking sectors and penalizing the companies that do business with 
government of Teheran. The result: a rigorous blockade and the suffocation of Iran. 
 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has said that his country will resume the talks by the end of August 
and emphasized that countries like Brazil and Turkey should be involved. These are the only Security 
Council members that opposed the sanctions of June 9. 
 
A senior European Union official disdainfully remarked that neither Brazil nor Turkey would be invited 
to take part in the talks. 
 
Nothing else is needed to draw the relevant conclusions. 
 
None of the two sides will yield; one, prevented by the pride of the powerful, and the other because it 
has the capacity and the will to fight oppression, as we have seen so many times before in the history 
of mankind. 
 
The people of Iran, a nation with ancient cultural traditions, will undoubtedly defend itself from the 
aggressors. It‘s had to understand that Obama may seriously believe that it would yield to his 
demands. 
 
The president of Iran and its religious leaders will resist, drawing inspiration from the Islamic 
Revolution headed by Ruhollah Khomeini, the creator of the Guardians of Revolution, the modern 
Armed Forces and the new State of Iran. 
 
The poor peoples of the world, which cannot be blamed for the terrible mess created by imperialism, 
located as they are in this hemisphere south of the United States, and others in the west, center and 
south of Africa, as well as others on the planet who might be left untouched by the nuclear war, are 
left with the only option of coping with the consequences of the catastrophic nuclear war that will 
break out very soon. 
 
Unfortunately, there is nothing for me to rectify. I take full responsibility with what I wrote in my latest 
Reflections. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
July 4, 2010 
5:36 PM 
 

 
 



The Source of Wars 
 
 
On July 4, I said that neither the United States nor Iran would give in: ―one, prevented by the pride of 
the powerful, and the other because it has the capacity and the will to fight oppression, as we have 
seen so many times before in the history of mankind.‖ 
 
In nearly every war, one party wishes to avoid it and, sometimes, the two parties do.  This time it will 
happen although one of the parties does not wish it. That was the case of the two World Wars of 1914 
and 1939, only 25 years one from the other. 
 
The carnage was awful in both wars, which would not have erupted had it not been for previous 
miscalculations. Both defended imperialist interests and believed they could accomplish their goals 
without the exceedingly high price finally paid. 
 
In the case in question, one of the parties involved advocates absolutely fair national interests. The 
other pursues illegitimate and coarse material interests. 
 
An analysis of every war fought throughout the recorded history of our species shows that one of the 
parties has pursued such goals. 
 
It‘s absolutely wrong to entertain the illusion that this time such goals will be attained without the most 
dreadful of all wars. 
 
In one of the best articles ran by the Global Research website, on Thursday July 1, signed by Rick 
Rozoff, the author offers plenty of indisputable arguments, which every well-informed person should 
be aware of, about the intentions of the United States.        
 
According to the author, the United States believes that ―…you can win if the adversary knows that it 
is vulnerable to a sudden and undetectable, appalling and devastating strike that it has no possibility 
to respond to or to defend from.‖ 
 
 ―…a country with the aspiration of continuing as the only one in history with full military predominance 
all over the Earth, in the air, the sea and in space.‖ 
 ―A country that keeps and expands military bases and troops as well as fighting-groups of aircraft 
carriers and strategic bombers on practically every latitude and longitude, and which does so on a 
record war budget after World War II amounting to 708 billion dollars next year.‖ 
 
It was also ―…the first country to develop and use nuclear weapons…‖ 
―…the United States has deployed 1,550 nuclear warheads while keeping 2,200 in storage (or 3,500 
according to some estimates) and a triad of ground, air and submarine delivering vehicles.‖ 
―The non-nuclear arsenal used to neutralize and destroy the air and strategic defenses, and 
potentially all the major military forces of other countries, will consist in intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, cruise missiles and hypersonic bombers, and super-stealth strategic bombers that can avoid 
radar detection and the ground- and air-based defenses.‖ 
 
Rozoff enumerates the numerous press conferences, meetings and statements given in the past few 
months by the chiefs of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the senior executives of the US administration. 
 
He explains the NATO commitments and the reinforced cooperation with the Near East partners, 
meaning Israel in the first place. He says that ―the US is also intensifying the space and cyber war 
programs with the potential to paralyze other nations‘ military command and surveillance, control, 
communication, information and intelligence systems rendering them helpless except in the most 
basic tactical field.‖ 
 



He refers to the signing by the US and Russia, on April 8 this year, in Prague, of the new START 
Treaty, ―which contains no restriction as to the actual or planned potential for a US conventional 
prompt global strike.‖ 
 
He also reports a number of news on the issue and offers a most striking example of the US 
objectives. 
 
He indicates that ―…the Defense Department is currently examining the entire range of technologies 
and systems for a Conventional Prompt Global Strike that could offer the president more credible and 
technically adequate options to tackle new and developing threats.‖ 
 
I sustain the view that no president –and not even the most knowledgeable military chief-- would have 
a minute to know what should be done if it were not already programmed in computers. 
 
Rozoff proceeds undisturbed to relate what Global Security Network states in an analysis from Elaine 
Grossman under the title, The Cost of Testing a US Global Strike Missile Could Reach 500 Million 
Dollars. 
 
―The Obama administration has requested 239.9 billion dollars for research and development of the 
prompt global strike by US military services in fiscal year 2011…if the level of funds remains as 
anticipated for the coming years, by the end of fiscal year 2015 the Pentagon will have spent 2 billion 
dollars in prompt global strike, according to budget documents introduced in Congress last month.‖ 
 ―A comparable terrifying scenario of the effects of a PGS, in this case of the sea version, was 
described three years ago in Popular Mechanics:  
―An Ohio-type nuclear submarine emerges in the Pacific ready to execute the President‘s order for 
launching. When the order comes, the submarine shoots to the sky a 65-tons Trident II missile. Within 
2 minutes, the missile is flying at 22,000 km/h. Over the oceans and out of the atmosphere it speeds 
for thousands of kilometers. 
―At the top of its parabola, in space, the four warheads of the Trident separate and start descending 
on the planet. 
―The warheads flying at 21,000 km/h are full of tungsten rods with twice the resistance of steel. 
―Once on target, the warheads explode and thousands of rods fall on the area, each carrying 12 times 
the destructive force of a .50 caliber bullet. Everything within 279 square meters of that whirling metal 
storm is annihilated.‖ 
 
Then Rozoff explains the statement made this year, on April 7, by the chief of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
of the Russian Armed Forces, General Leonid Ivashov, under the headline Obama‘s Nuclear 
Surprise, where he refers to the US President remarks in Prague last year with the following words: 
―The existence of thousands of nuclear weapons is the most dangerous legacy of the Cold War,‖ and 
about the signature of the START II in that same city on April 8, the author points out: 
 
 ―In the history of the United States during the past century, there is not one example of sacrifice of 
the US elites for humanity or for the peoples of other countries. Would it be realistic to expect that the 
arrival of an African-American president to the White House might change the political philosophy of 
that nation traditionally aimed at achieving global domination? Those who believe that something like 
that could happen should try to understand why the US  --the country whose military budget exceeds 
that of all the other countries of the world combined--  continues spending huge amounts of money in 
war preparations.‖ 
 ―…the concept of Prompt Global Strike envisions a concentrated attack with the use of several 
thousand conventional precision weapons that within 2 to 4 hours would destroy the crucial 
infrastructure of the targeted country and force it to capitulate.‖ 
 ―The concept of Prompt Global Strike is aimed at ensuring the US monopoly in the military field and 
to widen the gap between that country and the rest of the world. In combination with the defensive 
deployment of missiles that should supposedly preserve the US from retaliatory attacks from Russia 
and China, the Prompt Global Strike initiative will turn Washington into a global dictator of the modern 
era.‖ 



 ―Essentially, the new US nuclear doctrine is part of the new US security strategy that could more 
adequately be described as a strategy of complete impunity. The US increases its military budget, 
gives free rein to NATO as a global gendarme, and plans exercises in a real situation in Iran to prove 
the efficiency of the Prompt Global Strike initiative.‖ 
 
In substance, Obama intends to mislead the world talking about a world free of nuclear weapons that 
would be replaced with other extremely destructive weapons designed to terrorize the leaders of other 
States and to accomplish the new strategy of complete impunity. 
 
The Yankees believe that Iran will soon surrender. It is expected that the European Union will inform 
about a package of its own sanctions to be signed on July 26. 
 
The latest meeting of 5 plus 1 was held on July 2, after Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
stated that ―his country will resume the talks by the end of August, with the participation of Brazil and 
Turkey.‖ 
 
A senior EU official warned that ―neither Brazil nor Turkey will be invited to the talks, at least not at 
this point.‖ 
 
―Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki remarked that he is in favor of challenging international 
sanctions and proceeding with the upgrading of uranium.‖ 
 
Since Tuesday July 5, and in view of the European insistence in promoting additional measures 
against Iran, this country has responded that it will not negotiate until September. 
 
Thus, with every passing day there are fewer possibilities to overcome the insurmountable obstacle. 
 
What will happen is so obvious that it can be exactly foreseen. 
 
As for me, I should be self-critical since I made the mistake of affirming in my Reflections of June 27, 
that the conflict would break out on Thursday, Friday or Saturday at the latest. It was known that 
Israeli warships were moving toward their target alongside the Yankee naval forces. The order to 
search the Iranian merchant ships had been issued. 
 
However, I lost sight of a previous step: Iran‘s continued refusal to allow the inspection of a merchant 
ship. In the analysis of the Security Council‘s intricate language to impose sanctions on that country, I 
overlooked the detail of that previous step for the inspection order to be enforced. It was the only 
required step. 
 
The 60-days period assigned by the Security Council on June 9, to receive information on the 
implementation of the Resolution, will expire on August 8. 
 
But something more unfortunate still was happening. I was working with the latest material on the 
issue produced by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Cuba and the document did not include two 
crucial paragraphs which were the last of said Resolution and which literally read: 
 
 ―It requests that, in a 90 days period, the Director General of the IAEA submits to the IAEA Board of 
Governors and, simultaneously, to the Security Council for its examination, a report indicating whether 
Iran has carried out the complete and sustained suspension of all the activities mentioned in 
Resolution 1737 (2006), and if it is implementing every measure demanded by the IAEA Board of 
Governors and observing the remaining provisions of Resolutions 1737, 1747, 1803 and the current 
Resolution; 
―It affirms that it will examine Iran‘s actions in the light of the report mentioned in paragraph 36, which 
shall be submitted in a period of 90 days and that a) it will suspend the implementation of the 
measures provided that Iran suspends every activity related to upgrading and reprocessing, including 
research and development, and while the suspension stands, the IAEA will verify, to allow the 



celebration of negotiations in good faith to reach a prompt and mutually acceptable result; b) it will 
cease to implement the measures specified in paragraphs 3,4,5,6,7 and 12 of resolution 1737, as well 
as in paragraphs 2,4,5,6 and 7 of resolution 1747, in the paragraphs 3,5,7,8,9,10 and 11 of 
Resolution 1803 and in paragraphs 7,8,9,10,11,12, 13,14,15,16,17,18,19,21,22,23 and 24 of the 
current resolution, as soon as it determines, after receiving the report mentioned in the previous 
paragraph, that Iran has fully observed its obligations in compliance with the relevant Security Council 
resolutions and the requisites of the IAEA Board of Governors, a determination to be confirmed by the 
Board itself; and c) in case the report indicates that Iran has failed to abide by the provisions of 
Resolutions 1737, 1747, 1803 and the current resolution, it will adopt, in accordance with article  41 of 
chapter vii of the UN Charter, other appropriate measures to persuade Iran to do as provided in said 
resolutions and the requisites of the IAEA, and underlines that other decisions shall be adopted if 
such additional measures were necessary…‖ 
 
Apparently, after many hours of hard work making copies of every document, somebody at the 
Ministry fell asleep, but my eagerness to seek information and exchange views on these sensitive 
issues enabled me to detect the omission. 
 
From my viewpoint, the United States and its NATO allies have said their last word. Two powerful 
states with authority and prestige failed to exercise their right of vetoing the perfidious UN Resolution. 
 
It was the only possibility to gain time in order to find a formula to save peace, an objective that would 
have given them more authority to continue struggling for it. 
 
Today, everything hangs by a thread. 
 
My main purpose was to warn the international public of what was developing. 
 
I have done so partly watching what was happening as the political leader that I was for many long 
years facing the empire, its blockade and its unspeakable crimes. I‘m not doing it for revenge. 
 
I do not hesitate to take the risk of compromising my modest moral authority. 
 
I shall continue writing Reflections on the subject. There will be others after this one to continue 
delving in the issue on July and August, unless an incident occurs that sets in motion the deadly 
weapons that are today aiming at each other. 
 
I have greatly enjoyed the final matches of the Football World Cup and the volleyball matches, where 
our brave team is leading its group in the World League. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
July 11, 2010 
8:14 PM           
 

 
 
 

The Other Tragedy 
 
 
In the meeting I had with the economists of CIEM (World Economy Research Center) on Tuesday, 
July 13, I talked to them about an excellent documentary film by the French director Yann Arthus-
Bertrand which includes statements by the most farsighted and well informed international 
personalities about another terrible danger threatening the human species that is cropping up right 
before our eyes: the destruction of the environment. 
 
The documentary clearly and categorically asserts as follows: 



 
―In the great adventure of life on Earth, each species has a role to play; each species has its place.  
None of them is either useless or harmful; they all balance one another.  And it is right there when 
you, Homo sapiens, the intelligent human, come into history.  You are the beneficiary of the fabulous 
legacy of 4 billion years provided by the Earth.  You are only 200 000 years old, but you have already 
changed the face of the world.‖ 
―The invention of agriculture changed our history.  This happened less than 10 000 years ago‖. 
―Agriculture was our first great revolution. It produced the first surpluses and gave rise to cities and 
civilizations.  The memories of the thousands of years spent looking for food faded away.  Having 
turned grains into the yeast of life, we multiplied their varieties and learned to adapt them to our soils 
and climates.  We are like any other species on Earth. Our main daily concern is feeding ourselves. 
When soils are less than generous and water becomes scarce we are capable of making incredible 
efforts to get enough from the earth in order to continue living.‖ 
―Half of mankind tills the land; more than three fourths do it with their bare hands.‖ 
―Pure energy.  The energy that comes from the sun has been captured by millions of plants for more 
than 100 million years.  It is coal; it is gas, but, most of all, it is oil.‖ 
―During the last 60 years, the Earth population has almost tripled.  More than 2 billion people have 
moved into the cities.‖ 
―New York, the world‘s first megalopolis, is the symbol of the exploitation of the energy that the Earth 
provides human ingenuity with: The labor of millions of immigrants, the energy that comes from coal, 
the indispensable power of oil.  The United States was the first to ride on the phenomenal, 
revolutionary power of ‗black gold‘.  In the countryside, machines replaced men.  One liter of oil 
generates as much energy as 100 pairs of hands in 24 hours.‖ 
―They produce enough grain to feed 2 billion people.  But much of that grain is not used to feed 
persons.  Here, as well as in other industrialized nations, grains are transformed into animal feed or 
biofuels.‖ 
―Fertilizers below and plastics above as far as the eyes can see. The greenhouses of Almería, in 
Spain, are Europe‘s vegetable garden.  Day after day, a city of vegetables, all of them the same size, 
awaits the hundreds of trucks that will take them to the supermarkets of the continent. The more 
developed a country is, the more meat its inhabitants consume.  How could the world demand be 
satisfied without resorting to concentration camp-like cattle farms? Things move faster every time. It is 
like the life cycle of cattle; quite likely they never catch sight of a prairie.‖ 
―In these food plots, crowded with millions of livestock units, not even a blade of grass grows.  A 
whole fleet of trucks coming from every part of the country bring in tones of grain, soybean food and 
granules of proteins that will be turned into tones of meat. As a result, 100 liters of water are required 
to produce 1 kilogram of potatoes; 4000 liters are required to produce I kilogram of rice and 13 000 
liters are required to produce 1 kilogram of beef, not to mention the amount of oil burned during 
production and transportation.‖ 
―We know that the end of cheap oil is imminent, but we refuse to believe it.‖ 
―Los Angeles.  In this city that spans more than 100 kilometers, the amount of cars is almost the same 
as the amount of inhabitants.‖ 
―Daytime is nothing but a faint image of the nights that turn the city into a star-spangled sky.‖ 
―Everywhere there are machines digging, extracting and grabbing the pieces of stars buried deep into 
the Earth since its creation:  The minerals.‖ 
―…Eighty per cent of that mineral wealth is consumed by 20 per cent of the world population.  Before 
this century comes to an end, excessive mining would have used up almost all reserves in the planet.‖ 
―Since 1950, the volume of international trade has twenty folded; 90 per cent of trade is travels by 
sea; 500 million containers are transported every year; they are sent to the biggest consumption 
centers…‖ 
―Since 1950, fishing has five folded –from 18 to 100 million metric tones per year.  Thousands of 
factory-vessels are leaving the oceans empty.  Three fourths of the fishing areas are depleted, 
terminated or face the risk of becoming so.‖ 
―Five hundred million human beings live in the desserts of the world –this is more than the total 
population of Europe.‖ 
―Israel turned the dessert into arable land. 



While these farms now have a drip irrigation system, water consumption continues to grow as much 
as exports.‖ 
 
―The once powerful Jordan river is now only a stream.  Its waters have flown inside fruits and 
vegetables crates to supermarkets all over the world.‖ 
―India is facing the risk of becoming the country that would suffer the most in the coming century out 
of lack of water.  Mass irrigation has nurtured its growing population and during the last 50 years 21 
million new wells have been dug.‖ 
―Las Vegas was built in the dessert.  Millions of persons live there.  Thousands arrive in every month.  
Its inhabitants are among the world‘s biggest water consumers.‖ 
―Palm Springs is another dessert city with tropical vegetation and luxurious golf courts.  For how long 
will this mirage continue to thrive? The Earth can not withstand it.‖ 
―The Colorado River, which supplies water to these cities, is one of those rivers that no longer make it 
to the sea.‖ 
―The lack of water could affect 2 billion people before 2025.‖ 
―All living matter is interconnected: water, air, earth, trees.‖ 
―Primitive forests provide a habitat to three fourths of the biodiversity of the planet –that is, three 
fourths of the whole life on Earth.‖ 
―…in only 40 years, the Amazon, the world‘s biggest rainforest, has shrunk by 20 per cent to make 
room for cattle farms or soybean fields; 95 per cent of this soybean is used to feed livestock and 
poultry in Europe and Asia.  Thus, a forest has been turned into meat.‖ 
―More than 2 billion people, almost one third of the world‘s population, still depend on charcoal.  In 
Haiti, one of the poorest countries in the world, charcoal is one of the population‘s main consumer 
goods.‖ 
―Up in the mountains of Haiti, only 2 per cent of forests remain…‖ 
―Every week, the cities of the world increase their population by more than one million persons. One 
out of six human beings lives now in a precarious, unhealthy and overpopulated environment, 
deprived from  daily needs such as water, sewage or electricity.  Hunger is expanding again.  It is 
affecting almost 1 billion people.  All over the planet, the poor are struggling to survive, while we 
continue digging for the resources we can no longer live without.‖ 
―Our actions cause the release of huge amounts of carbon dioxide.  Without even realizing it, we have 
affected, molecule by molecule, the climate balance on Earth.‖ 
―The ice cover of the Arctic is melting away as a result of global warming.  After 40 years it is now 40 
per cent thinner.  This area shrinks year after year during summer time.  It could disappear by the 
summer of the year 2030.  Some say it could disappear by the year 2015.‖ 
―By 2050, one fourth of the terrestrial species could be facing the risk of extinction.‖ 
―…Since Greenland is warming up very quickly, the fresh water of a whole continent is flowing into the 
ocean.‖ 
―The ice of Greenland accounts for 20 per cent of all the fresh water of the planet.  If it melts away the 
sea level will increase by almost 7 meters.  Our planet‘s atmosphere is an indivisible whole.  It is an 
asset we all share.‖ 
―Lakes are becoming part of Greenland‘s landscape.  The ice cover is melting at a pace not even the 
most pessimistic scientists could have predicted 10 years ago.  More and more these rivers, nurtured 
by the glaciers, are merging and emerging to the surface. It was thought that, deep into the ice, water 
would freeze.  Quite on the contrary, water flows under the ice, pushing the ice cover into the sea, 
where it breaks up and become an iceberg.‖ 
―Only in the 20th century, the expansion of warmed up water caused a 20 cm sea level increase.  
Everything becomes unstable. Coral reefs are extremely sensitive to the slightest change in water 
temperature.  Thirty per cent of them have disappeared. They are an essential link in the chain of 
species.‖ 
―If the sea level continues to rise quicker and quicker, what will big cities like Tokyo –the most densely 
populated of the world- do?‖ 
―…in Siberia as well as in many other parts of the world it is so cold that the soil is permanently 
frozen.  This phenomenon is known as permafrost.  Beneath that surface lies a climatic time bomb:  
methane, a greenhouse effect gas that is twenty times more powerful than carbon dioxide.  If the 



permafrost melts, the release of methane could cause the greenhouse effect to go out of control, the 
consequences of which no one could predict.‖ 
―Twenty per cent of the world‘s population consumes 80 per cent of the world‘s resources.‖ 
―The world invests twelve times more in military expenses than in the assistance to developing 
countries.‖ 
―Five thousand persons die everyday after drinking contaminated water; 1 billion persons do not have 
access to potable water.‖ 
―Around 1 billion are afflicted by hunger.‖ 
―More than 50 per cent of the grain that is marketed in the world is used for animal feed or biofuels.‖ 
―Species are dying one thousand times faster than the natural pace.‖ 
―Three fourths of the fishing areas are depleted, diminished or are dangerously decreasing.‖ 
―The average temperature during the last 15 years has been the highest ever recorded.‖ 
―The ice cover is now 40 per cent thinner that it was 40 years ago.‖ 
 
During the final minutes of the documentary, director Yann Arthus-Bertrand uses a milder language to 
praise some positive actions by countries he was forced to mention –and I don‘t mean to offend or 
hurt anyone. 
 
His final words went as follows: 
 
―It is time for us to be all together. What matters now is not what is gone, but what still prevails. There 
are still half of the world‘s forests, thousands of rivers, lakes and glaciers and thousands of successful 
species. Today we know that solutions are right here.  We all have the power to change.  Then, what 
are we waiting for? 
It is up to us to write what comes next, together.‖ 
 
The topic that has absorbed most of my efforts –the imminent risk of a war that would be the last in 
the prehistory of our species-, to which I have devoted 9 Reflections since June 1st, is a problem that 
becomes more and more serious by the day. 
 
Obviously, 99.9 per cent of persons entertain the hope that elemental common sense would prevail. 
 
Unfortunately, based on all the elements from the reality I perceive, I don‘t see there is the slightest 
chance that this could be so. 
 
Therefore, I think it would be far more practical for our peoples to be prepared to cope with that 
reality.  That would be our only hope. 
 
The Iranians have done precisely that, just as we did in October 1962, when we would rather 
disappear than put down our banners. 
 
Out of mere chance -and not because of the merits of the intelligence or the individual history of 
anyone of us- things are evolving today just as they were then. 
 
News coming from Iran everyday are not even one millimeter away from their announced position to 
uphold their just rights to peace and development, but they include a new element: they have already 
managed to produce 20 kilograms of 20 per cent enriched uranium –an amount enough to produce a 
nuclear artifact-, which is making all those who long ago decided to attack them to go even crazier.  I 
discussed this with our ambassadors on Friday 16. 
 
Not even Obama could change that decision –nor has he given so far any indication he would be 
determined to do that. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
July 18, 2010 
4:28 p.m. 



 
 

 
 

Israel Will not Be the First to Attack 
 
 
The former CIA officers Phil Giraldi and Larry Johnson; W. Patrick Lang, of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency Special Forces; Ray McGovern, of the Office of Naval Intelligence and the CIA, as well as 
other top officials who have accumulated many years of service are right when they warn Obama that 
the Prime Minister of Israel has planned a blitzkrieg with the aim of forcing the United States into a 
war against Iran. 
 
But, with the approval of Resolution 1929 of the UN Security Council, Israel succeeded in committing 
the United States to being the first to attack. 
 
After that, Netanyahu would not be the first to do it, since such an action will force it into a conflict with 
all other nuclear powers and he is not stupid. 
 
All of Iran‘s enemies have created an absurd situation.  Obama would have no other choice but to 
order the death of hundreds of millions of innocent persons.  The crew members of his own warships 
deployed nearby Iran would be the first to die, and he is not a murderer. 
 
This is what I think and I am not afraid of being wrong. 
 
The worst case scenario would be if somebody makes a terrible mistake that would precipitate events 
before the deadline approved by the Security Council to inspect the first Iranian merchant vessel 
expires. 
 
But there is no reason to be so pessimistic. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
August 10, 2010 
7:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

What would Einstein say? 
 
 
In a Reflection published on August 25, 2010 under the title of ―The Opinion of an Expert‖, I 
mentioned a really unusual activity of the United States and its allies which, in my opinion, underlines 
the risk of a nuclear conflict with Iran.  I was referring to a long article by the well-known journalist 
Jeffrey Goldberg, published in the US journal The Atlantic in September of that year, entitled ―The 
Point of No Return‖. 
 
Goldberg was not anti-Israeli, quite the opposite; he is an admirer of Israel and holds double 
citizenship with the US and also did his military service in that country. 
 
At the start of his article he wrote: ―It is possible, as well, that ―foiling operations‖ conducted by the 
intelligence agencies of Israel, the United States, Great Britain, and other Western powers—programs 
designed to subvert the Iranian nuclear effort through sabotage and, on occasion, the carefully 
engineered disappearances of nuclear scientists—will have hindered Iran‘s progress in some 
significant way‖ 
 



The parentheses in the paragraph are also his.  
 
After mentioning the enigmatic phrase, I carried on with the analysis of that Gordian knot of 
international politics that could lead to the war which was so feared by Einstein.  What would he say if 
he had learned about the ―frustration operations‖ destined to make the most capable nuclear 
scientists disappear?  
 
Maybe because it was so absurd and incredible, I didn‘t pay too much attention to it, but months later, 
upon reading the recent accusations by the Iranian government, as well as news and opinions of well-
informed people, the memory of that paragraph returned to my mind with a vengeance.  
 
Four weeks before the end of 2010, an AFP agency dispatch informed:  
 
―An Iranian nuclear scientist has been killed.  
―Teheran accuses the United States and Israel of being behind a double assassination.  
―AFP. November 30, 2010 
―‗The hand of western governments and the Zionist regime is behind the assassination attempts‘.  
Mahmud Ahmadineyad had no doubts when it came to look for the people guilty of the double attack 
on the nuclear experts that took place early yesterday in Teheran. Majid Shariari, professor at the 
Shahid Beheshti University of Teheran and member of the Nuclear Society of Iran lost his life and his 
wife was injured   in an explosion reported a few metres from their home. His colleague Fereydoon 
Abbasi, a laser physicist at the same university and his wife were also injured after a similar attack.  
Even though some newspapers announced Abbasi‘s death, it was finally the Mehr agency that 
confirmed that he had managed to save his life.  According to the Fars agency, ‗unknown terrorists‘ 
on motorcycles drove closet o the vehicles to plant the lapa bombs.‖  
―Members of the Ahmadineyad Executive and the Minister of the Interior, Mostafa Mohamad Najjar, 
directly accused the CIA and Mossad – the intelligence services of the US and Israel, respectively – 
of being behind these actions that presume a new blow for the country‘s nuclear race at the doors of a 
possible new round of talks with the 5+1 members...‖  
―With yesterday‘s attempt there are now three Iranian scientists who have been killed since 2007. Dr. 
Masoud Alí Mohamadi lost his life in Teheran last January after the explosion of a bomb as he was 
leaving his home, a death that has not yet been cleared up by the authorities who also accused the 
western intelligence agencies of trying to abort what they considered to be a right, the nuclear race for 
civilian purposes.  The first victim in the heart of the scientific community was Ardeshir Hosseinpour, 
killed under strange circumstances in 2007 at the nuclear centre of Isfahan.‖  
 
I don‘t remember any other moment in history when the assassination of scientists has been 
transformed into official policy on the part of a group of powers armed with nuclear weapons.  The 
worst is that, in the case of Iran, it is being applied on an Islamic nation, with which, even if they are 
able to compete and surpass it in technology, they could never do it in a field where, for cultural and 
religious questions, it could surpass them many times in the willingness of its citizens to die at any 
moment if Iran should decide to apply the same absurd and criminal formula on the professionals of 
their adversaries.   
 
There are other serious events related to the carnage of scientists, organized by Israel, the US, Great 
Britain and other powers against the Iranian scientists, something about which the mass media does 
not inform world opinion.  
 
An article by Christian Elia published on the Rebelión website on August 25, 2010, reports that:  
  An explosion has killed the father of the ―drones‖ (unmanned planes) – of Iran – but he is just the last 
of the scientists who have lost their lives in the country.  
 
―To find a photo of Reza Baruni on the Internet is a mission impossible. However, in the last few days, 
his name was at the centre of a mystery that has many international aspects...‖ 
  The only thing certain is that Reza Baruni, the Iranian aeronautical engineer, is dead. An air of 
absolute mystery hangs over everything else. All the industry analysts consider Baruni to be the father 



of the [...] UAVs (unmanned vehicles) of the Islamic Republic [...].  On August 1st, 2010, his house 
was blown up.‖  
 ―On August 17, 2010, Debka (very close to Israeli intelligence) publishes news of Baruni‘s death and 
reveals its conclusions: the Iranian engineer‘s home blew up because of the explosion of three very 
powerful explosive devices.  Baruni was murdered.‖  
―But the murkiest episode in contrast is the death of Massud Ali-Mohammadi, professor of nuclear 
physics at Teheran University, murdered on January 11, 2010 in the Iranian capital. Professor Ali-
Mohammadi died in the explosion of a motorcycle-bomb detonated from a distance at the time the 
professor was leaving his home to go to work…‖  
An article published on the CubaDebate website informs:  
―Israel acknowledges that it has murdered an Iranian scientist last week.‖  
―Mossad, the Israeli secret service, acknowledged that last week it murdered Majid Shahriari and 
wounded another physicist in Iran, according to Mossad sources, in an operation carried out in 
Teheran. ‗It is the latest operation by the head of the Mossad‘, the people heading Israeli secret 
services state with satisfaction at a meeting in their Gelilot headquarters to the north of Tel Aviv.‖ 
 ―Gordon Thomas, a British expert in the Mossad, confirmed in Britain‘s Sunday Telegraph that Israel 
is responsible for this double murder destined to obstruct the Iranian nuclear program.‖  
 ―Thomas states that all the Israeli assassination attempts in the last few years against personalities 
associated with the Iranian nuclear project have been committed by the Kidon (bayonet) unit.  
According to the Jewish newspaper Yediot Ahronot this unit is made up of 38 agents.  Five of them 
are women.  They are all between 20 and 30 years old and they speak several languages – including 
Persian – and they are able to come and go from Iran with ease.  They are based in the Negev 
Desert.‖  
 
In the days of the Diaspora, the left wing in the world united in solidarity with the people of Israel.  
Persecuted for their race and religion, many of them fought in the ranks of the revolutionary parties.  
The peoples condemned the concentration camps that the European and world bourgeoisie wanted to 
ignore.   
 
Today the leaders of the State of Israel practice genocide and are associating themselves with the 
most reactionary forces on the planet. 
 
The alliance between the leaders of that State and the South Africa of the hateful apartheid regime is 
still to be cleared up; in complicity with the United States they supplied the technology to develop the 
nuclear weapons directed towards striking at the Cuban troops which, in 1975, were confronting the 
invasion of racist South Africa, whose disdain and hatred of the African peoples was no different from 
the Nazi ideology which murdered millions of Jews, Russians, gypsies and other European 
nationalities in the concentration camps of Europe.  
If it hadn‘t been for the Iranian revolution – stripped of weapons it swept over the best-equipped ally of 
the United States on the flank of the Soviet super-power – today it would be the Shah of Iran, supplied 
with nuclear weapons, and not Israel, who would be the principal bulwark of the Yankee and NATO 
empire in that region that is so strategic and immensely rich in oil and gas for the sure supply of the 
most developed countries on the planet.  
 
It is an almost inexhaustible subject. 
 
Fidel Castro Ruz 
January 6, 2011 
8:16 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 



SI - Solidarity with Iran! Appeal 

A project of House of Latin America – Iran 

House of Latin America (HOLA), an Iranian NGO dedicated to solidarity and defense of the peoples of Latin 

America and the people of Iran, has initiated the following appeal to individuals and organizations worldwide to 

join with them in a campaign of solidarity with Iran in light of U.S. escalating threats and continuing sanctions. 

 

Whereas, the escalating sanctions and threats of military intervention against Iran are intended to deprive the 

Iranian people of their internationally recognized right to live as an independent and free nation; 

 

Whereas, the sanctions and threats are clear violations of Article 2 of the UN Charter, according to which 

member states must “refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial 

integrity or political independence of any state”; 

 

Whereas, the United States is unequivocally obligated under the bilateral 1981 Algiers Treaty to refrain from 

interfering in the internal affairs of Iran; 

 

Whereas, sanctions often pave the way to war; 

 

Whereas, Iran, as a signatory of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, has an “inalienable right” to develop and 

use nuclear technology for peaceful purposes; 

 

Whereas, according to the International Atomic Energy Agency, there is no evidence to back up the charge that 

Iran is “planning to produce nuclear weapons”; 

 

Whereas, the hegemonic lobbies that portray Iran as a threat to peace today also lied about imaginary weapons 

of mass destruction in Iraq to convince the public that war was necessary; 

 

The people of the world cannot allow such a crime against humanity. 

 

Therefore, I (we) join with all who stand for justice, peace, sovereignty and self determination in raising  my 

(our) voice to demand: 

 

* Lift economic sanctions against Iran. 

* Recognize the right of Iran to develop and use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. 

* Stop military threats against Iran. 

 

SI - Solidarity with Iran! 

  Please fill out the fields below to sign the Solidarity with Iran! Appeal (scroll down to read the full text) 

 

* Name: 

First  (Required)  Last  (Required)  

      
 

* Email:  (Required) 
 

* City/State/ZIP: 

City  State   ZIP  (Required) 

       
 

  Country:  
 

  Phone Number:  
 

 

 

Please send the completed form to:  torontoforumoncuba@ymail.com 

mailto:torontoforumoncuba@ymail.com


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 ―Bridges Against Walls‖ by Antonio Guerrero, 
 one of the Cuban Five imprisoned in the U.S. 

 


